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What Happened to John 
Asplund 's New Collections? 
Mrs. Joyce M. Scott of London, Ontario has called the editor's attention to a 
rare hymnody, New Collections, published in Baltimore, Maryland in 1793 by 
John Asplund, an early Baptist clergyman in America. Unfortunately there does 
not seem to be an extant copy of this rare work. It is not in the National Union 
Catalogue nor in the collections in the Library of Congress in Washington, DC. 
Asplund's work may possibly have been a tune book, or more likely, a 
hymnal without music. There are several references to it though, the most recent 
being in a bibiliography entitled American Sacred Music Imprints 1698-1810. 1 
Thomas Baldwin ( 1753-1825) a Baptist clergyman, wrote a number of hymns, one 
of the best known being "From whence does this union rise," which for the first 
time appeared in Asplund's New Collections. 2 
John Asplund is best known for his work on the Baptist congregations in 
America, Annual Register of the Baptist Denomination in North America; to the 
first of November, 1790. It was first published in 1791 but several editions 
appeared up to 1794. A reprint appeared in 1979, the joint effort of the Baptist 
Banner in Godlettsville, TN and the Church History Research and Archives in 
Lafayette, TN. 
Very little is known of John Asplund. In the preface to the reprinting of 
Asplund's Register there is a quotation from Robert Semple's History of the 
Baptists in Virginia, in which the author states the following - "John Asplund was 
a Swede by birth, but went to England in 1775 and served in the British Navy, 
from which having deserted, he came to North Carolina, where he joined the 
church in Ballard's Ridge, Chowan County. He soon afterwards removed to 
Southampton County (VA), where he was ordained. After extensive travels, 
chiefly on foot, for the purpose of obtaining the desired information, he published 
( 1791-1794) the 'Baptist Register,' an invaluable work on the statistics of the 
Baptist denomination, at the above dates. He settled lastly in Maryland, and was 
drowned in 1807 attempting to cross Fishing Creek, Virginia in a canoe. ''3 
Backlund in his history of the Swedish Baptists in America also cites Semple, 
but as well the brief biography of John Asplund which appeared in John B. 
Taylor's Lives of Virginia Baptist Ministers. Taylor says that Asplund's early life 
was spent in business, that he worked in England as a bookkeeper before shipping 
out as a sailor, and that he traveled extensively in Europe in 1786, visiting 
England, Denmark, Finland and his native Sweden. After the publication of this 
Register, according to Taylor, Asplund did not resume his preaching, but settled 
in Maryland, where he became engaged in the real estate business, in which he 
suffered financial reverses.4 
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There seems to be no trace of Asplund's New Collections. If any reader of 
SAG could offer a clue as to the whereabouts of a copy of his hymnody, we would 
be in a better position to evaluate his career in 18th century America. 
1Allen Britton; Irving Lowens and Richard J. Crawford, American Sacred Music Imprints /698-18/0. A 
Bibliography. (American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, MA 1990), p. 99. 
' James Julian also mentions Baldwin's hymn as first being found in Asplund's Nett' Col/ec1ions. Julian also states 
that Baldwin's hymn formerly was very popular and was included in The Baptisl Hymnal [and Tune] Book 
(Philadelphia 1871) as hymn No. 638 and in The Chur(h Pastorals (Boston 1864) as hymn No. 981, where it was 
altered to "From whence doth this union arise." - John Julian, Dic1ionary of Hymnology, 1-11. {New York reprint 
1957), Vol. I, p. 108. 
3Robert Baylor Semple, A His1ory of 1he Rise and Progress of the Baptists in Virginia. (Richmond, VA 1810). 
•J.O. Backlund, Sl<'edish Baptists in America (Chicago 1933), pp. 36-37. 
(Continued from page 218) 
WESTERLING, Anna Elisabeth, 125 
WESTERLUND, Axel Theodor, 81 
WESTERMARK, Carl Johan, 81; Henrik, 81 
WESTERVELT, Charles, 113 
WESTIN, Carl Fredrik, 81, 82 
WESTLIN, Johan Adolf, 82 
WESTMAN, Pehr Adolf, 82 
WHEELER, Anders Andersson, 2; Anders 
Johnsson, 2; Anna Andersdotter, 12; Anna 
Johnsdotter, 2; Anna Maria, 2; Catharine 
Andersdotter, 2; Catharine MAnsdotter, 2; 
John, 2; John Andersson, 2; John Andersson 
II, 12; John Johnsson, 2; Lawrence, 12; 
Mary, 12; Samuel Andersson, 12; Samuel 
Johnsson, 2 
WHITAKER, Jerry, 89 
WHITTIER, Max, 29 
WIDEN, Philip, 87; Sven, 87 
WIEN, Margaret S., 160 
WIKBLOM, Pehr Adolf, 82 
WIKEN, Erik, 73, 82, 146, 1787, 188 
WIKLUND/WICKLUND, Carl Johan, 82; 
Nels M., 69 
WIKMAN, Gustaf Hjalmar, 82 
WIKSTROM/WICKSTROM, And., 85; Johan 
Erik, 82; Lars, 153; Margareta, 177; P.A., 70 
WILBER, William, 113 
WILLET, Charles A., IOI, 122; Charles C., 101; 
Mary, 101; Mary J., IOI; Thomas, IOI 
WILLIAMS, Albertine E., 119; Andrea, 122; 
Andrew, IOI; Andrew B., IOI; Anna A., IOI; 
Arthur, IOI; Bridgett, IOI; Charles IOO, 112, 
122; Ellen, IOO; Emma A., 117; Frederic 0 ., 
117; James, 102; John, 100, 117; John A., 
117; John F., 100; Jonas, IOI ; Kate, 119; 
Mary, 100, 102; Mary E., 117; Mary K., 119; 
William, 172; William R., 119, 126 
WILLIAMS/WILLIAMSON, Daniel, 13; 
Duncan, 14; Elizabeth, 13; John, 13; 
Margaret, 13; Walburg, 13; William, 13 
202 
WILLIAMSON, see also OLSON, Magnus; 
M.O., 176 
WILLUMS, Dyveke, 185; Sigbrit, 185 
WILSHIRE, Gaylord, 26, 28 
WILSON, Caroline, 99; Charles, IOI, 122; 
Charles F., 99; Elizabeth, IOI, 113; Emma, 
99; Frank, 99; Henry, 99; Henry, Jr., 99; 
John, 99; Robert, 174 
WINFIELD, Catherine Heyliger, 74; Matthew, 
74 
WINN, Karyl, 168 
WIREN, Axel, 67 
WITHERSPOON, Lois C., 199 
WIVAT, Johan, 18; William, 19 
WOHLFART, Alfhild Virginia Augusta, 123; 
Emma Erika Christina, 123; Helena Ulrika 
Lovisa, 123; Johan Herman, 123; Kasper, 
123; Lars Eric, 123; Lars Hugo, 123; Maria 
Dorothea Charlotta, 123 
WOLD, Don, 88; Helvina A., 185 
WOOLEY, Frances Froberg, 158, 194 
WOLLFORD, see also WOHLFART; Frances, 
I02; Hilma, 102; Hanna H., 102; Orfil, I02 
WOLF, Lucia, 16 
WRETLIND, Erik, 124 
WURL, Joel, 164 
WYLIE, R.H., 173 
WYRICH, Walter, 42 
y 
YOCUM/YOCUM, Peter Petersson, 9, 11 
YOUNG, Peter, 68 
YOUNG/JONGH, Catharine, 131,132,142; 
Ja~ob, 131, 142 
z 
ZACHARIASSON, Sven, 192 
ZACHRISDOTTER, Eva Sophia, 44 
ZETTERBERG, Pehr Gustaf, 82 
ZIMMERMAN, Carla, 163 
I 
I 
\. 
